
Fast facts: 
 Global catches have increased    
dramatically since the 1950s.

 China is responsible for up to  
 70% of high seas squid catches.
 Squid from problematic fleets  
 is making its way to Australia.

              OF FROZEN 
SQUID IMPORTS ARE 
FROM CHINA
Smaller amounts are  
imported from New Zealand, 
USA, Indonesia, Thailand  
and Vietnam.
 

EXPORTS TO AUSTRALIA 

GLOBAL SQUID FISHING PRACTICES

IMPACTS OF SQUID FISHING

In 2022 

16,900
70%

of frozen squid squid were  
imported. Australia imports  
frozen (~70%), prepared and  
preserved (29%) and fresh squid (>1%).

Squid can be sourced from illegal, 
unreported and unregulated (IUU)  
fishing in the NW Indian, SW Atlantic,  
SE Pacific and NW Pacific Oceans. 
There is a lack of surveillance on  
the high seas, and vessels can  

 
Automatic Identification Systems.

Squid are mainly caught by jigging. At night, boats 
use bright lights to attract squid and catch them with 
special lures that jerk up and down repeatedly. Jigging 
is less damaging than other fishing methods, but 
several squid stocks are overfished and declining.

Vessels targeting squid 
have a high risk of labour 
abuses and human rights 
violations.
Workers can be trapped at sea for 
months or even years.
Forced labour by Uyghur workers is 
known to occur in squid processing 
factories in China.

SAY NO 
to imported  
squid

amcs.org.au

TONNES

IMPORTED  

SQUID
Declining species: 
Jumbo flying squid  
(Dosidicus gigas), SE Pacific
Argentine shortfin squid  
(Illex argentinus), SW Atlantic
Japanese flying squid  
(Todarodes pacificus), NW Pacific


